The citizens of 2050 spend enormous amounts of time participating in net games and melodramas. Some citizens are not happy with this and spend their time hacking the system. About this time the Edenites arrive from off world unannounced. They come bearing gifts which the offer to private industry - conspicuously avoiding contact with the state. They offer new networking games to the citizens. They offer to private penal colonies, new forms of enforcing the states will (see "4. Edenite mandated re-launches"). The state quickly adopts these new, though quite radical forms of incarceration. The visitors offer new workstation environments to the Agro-industrial combines (see "2. Work Cubicle"). 

Enter the virus man. He begins by hacking the state computer system, and he gets caught. He is punished, in the manner made popular by the prison reform technologies implemented by the Edenites. He is disembodied and placed in the pool where re-indoctrination begins. But for some reason, whether by outside intervention, or by some innate talent, he is able to diffuse his awareness outside of his isolated program. Out there he discovers a whole world of other personalities - at the beginning the are all other convicts like himself. As he moves further out he can sense other clusters, these he finds, are the net games and melodramas that the citizens are playing. He is able to observe their game play - but he is also able to observe their entire personality structures. He becomes curious why would whole personalities be up-loaded just to external citizen to play the game - furthermore why would these stored personalities be existing in the same space as the prisoners. Unless this was some sort of huge database of all the personalities. 

Upon the completion of his re-education - the whole time of which he has conveniently spent searching out as much about this digital personality dumping ground as he can - he is reintroduced to society but on parole which has limitations. He is sent to the SunnyFresh Farms penal colony for the duration of his parole. There he meets their underground and continues his exploration of the pool with their assistance. News reports that filter through say that the Edenites are all traveling in huge motorcades to the SunnyFresh area and the popular media begins speculating. During his pool exploration, virus man stumbles upon the virtual collective of the Edenites and the whole plot becomes clear to him. 

They find him while he is inside their collective, and rather than being upset, they are pleased. They explain to him that he is the reason that all the Edenites are migrating to SunnyFresh. It is for the big transformation (the tesseract) of the human race. They were alerted to humanities existence by the building strength of the cyber-collective that is created by the workers participation in the net games and melodramas. It is in that space, where the Edenites and other species of similar evolutionary advancement exist. And it is to that space that they, the Edenites, are on earth to help facilitate the human species complete transference. They, the Edenites, are dedicated to responding to these first signals from species all over the galaxy and teams are dispatched to speed and ease this evolutionary jump. Virus man is aghast, because this will mean a discarding of humanity's corporal bodies - i.e. for all intents and purposes to an external observer; this will look like the total and instantaneous eradication of the whole human species. The bodies will all fall dead as the consciousness of the whole species is transferred to this other plain of existence. The Edenites could be seen as moving through the galaxy exterminating one species after another, though the Edenites fail to make this distinction. 

The virus man relays this information back to his colleagues in the underground. They hatch a plan to force this information upon the state - which they assume, rightly, is unaware of the purpose of all this uploading of personalities technology that the Edenites have provided them. The state government is invited by the Edenites to come to SunnyFresh form the first interspecies summit on the future of the human race. The popular media and virtual programming is full of hoopla and buildup for this momentous occasion. Only virus man and the underground know what the real purpose of this meeting is. The Edenites do not feel virus man is a threat to their mission - since this is a most desirable change for the species, and the virus man - above all others in the human species - has blazed the path to the Tesseract and the convinced the Edenites of the correctness of this mission. 

The summit attendees arrive. The underground storms the facilities. A bloody shoot out ensues. The Edenites are horrified at this display on the eve of their greatest gift. Virus man hooks up the state's executive council (who turn out to simply be the CEO's of each of the agro-industrial complexes - there is no state!) into the pool. he goes in with them and guides them through - while the Edenites, oblivious to this, are making ready the apparatus for the tesseract. virus man guides the others through all the information to the Edenite collective. He is horrified when, after discussion with the Edenites - the state executive council agrees that the tesseract is a good thing. The State rulers bases this decision on the information, provided by the Edenites as part of their explanation, that a few will have to control and guide the progress of the multitude during the Tesseract passage. The State leaders reason - it can maintain its power by being selected as these guides, since they are surely the most qualified to decide what is in the best interests of the multitudes, after all they do have all this experience. They reason further, that nothing will be changed in the power hierarchy as a result of the Tesseract, so they will support it whole heartedly. Virus man pleads to the State council on behalf of the defectors and malcontents - that not all citizens will want to go on this journey - some will want to continue to follow their own muse - find their own direction. The state will surely attempt to silence the Virus man so that the Tesseract, in which they are now co-conspirators, can take place in an orderly fashion.

The Edenites now have a choice 1. Abandon this species, as they are obviously not unified in their commitment to this tesseract which they must be - since they will be sharing all aspects of themselves with each other after the tesseract - this splintering is an obvious sign of unreadiness (possibly offering to the virus man the opportunity of joining their collective since he has shown the innate talent - that is only present in the most advanced species - telling him that this is a great honor that they extend only very rarely to other species - that they can learn to understand the human species better and that he can see and experience things that are now beyond his comprehension.) 2. take the state executive decision and eradicate the species from the face of the earth, and be done with this cold feet - this happens to every species on the edge of tomorrow. 3. take the vast majority of the species and leave the few stragglers who have so far rejected the seductive allure of the virtual games and melodramas - that would include Jack and his rag-tag band of outcasts. And they would wake up the next morning, sole inhabitants of the earth - a real tesseract for them as well!

The Virus man has a choice: 1. He and his band of malcontents might burst into the Edenites chambers spraying automatic weapons fire and shattering the Edenites containment vessels - scattering their jellyfish bodies all over the floor and sending up undreamed of psychic repercussions. Then going on to slaughter the collaborators within the Executive council and reclaim the world for themselves. 2. He and his band of malcontents could pack up their meager belongings and head out into the wilderness to wander for many years until they might find peace and a new home. They might hear/feel terrible screeching and wailing as they begin their journey and look to the sky. There is a stream of light with little glows flashing upwards through the atmosphere - leaving the planet. They might see these columns of light from many points around the horizon. And suddenly the lights are gone. And it is very quiet and they are all alone. And they turn around and start to walk back to their homes to begin reclaiming their planet.

